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OCPF  Refers  Non-Filers  to  Attorney  General 

The  Office  of  Campaign  and  Political  Finance  today 
referred  a  total  of  165  candidates  and  political  committees  to 
the  Attorney  General's  Office  for  failure  to  file  campaign 
finance  disclosure  reports  during  1990. 

The  Office,  in  accordance  with  M.G.L.  Chapter  55,  notified 
Attorney  General  L.  Scott  Harshbarger  that  these  candidates 
and/or  committees  are  in  apparent  violation  of  state  law  for 
failure  to  disclose  campaign  receipts  and  expenditures  during 
1990.   The  attached  list  of  48  referrals  represents  those 
individuals  whose  names  appeared  on  the  1990  ballot  as 
candidates  for  statewide  or  county  offices,  governor's  council, 
state  senate  or  house  seats  as  well  as  those  candidates  for 
county  charter  commission. 

Candidates  whose  name  appeared  on  the  1990  state  primary 
or  election  ballot  are  required  by  law  to  report  campaign 
finance  activities  to  OCPF  during  the  entire  election  year, 
regardless  of  the  outcome  of  the  election.   These  reports  are 
then  available  for  public  inspection  prior  to  the  primary  and 
general  elections  and  at  year's  end. 


W-^ 


In  addition  to  these  candidates,  OCPF  also  referred  7 
ballot  question  committees  and  25  multi-candidate  committees, 
the  so-called  PAC  committees,  for  failure  to  file  reports 
during  1990.   The  remaining  number  represents  85  candidates  and 
their  political  committees  whose  names  appeared  on  earlier 
ballots  and  who  failed  to  file  a  year-end  report  for  1990. 
Candidates  and  committees  must  continue  to  file  reports  until 
such  time  as  their  committees  are  dissolved.   The  entire  list 
of  165  names  is  available  for  public  inspection  at  the  Office. 

The  Office  has  been  referring  candidates  and  committees  who 
fail  to  file  the  required  reports  to  the  Attorney  General  since 
1975.   The  Office  has  filed  legislation  to  obtain  the 
authority  to  levy  civil  fines  against  those  individuals  or 
committees  who  fail  to  file  their  reports.   This  legislation 
will  be  considered  by  the  Legislature  during  the  current 
session. 

The  Office  of  Campaign  and  Political  Finance  was 
established  in  1973  to  monitor  the  campaign  finance  activities 
of  all  candidates  on  the  state,  county  and  municipal  level. 
In  addition,  OCPF  maintains  campaign  finance  records  for 
all  candidates  and  political  committees  in  order  to  provide 
disclosure  of  these  activities  to  the  public. 
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